DWARF HORSES
OF THE Sout/Jwest
By DAVID P. WIL:.LOUGHBY
Scientific Illustrator in Vertebrate Paleontology,
California Institute of Technology
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SEVERAL YEARS ago, just before the entry of
the United States into World War II, Dr. Chester
Stock, professor of paleontology at the California
Institute of Technology, and the writer. decided
to collaborate in the preparing of a scientific work
on the natural history of the horse family, living
and extinct. While the war has largely interrupted the carrying on of this study, still it has
.been possible to do a certain amount of research,
and to correspond with the secretaries of the various horse-breeders' associations, who have been
most helpful in supplying infoqnation on presentday breeds of domestic horses. During the course
of investigation of American horses, it duly became necessary to look into the widely-circulated
story that there is, or was, a race of wild, dwarf
horses in a certain part of the Grand Canyon of
Atj_zona. The story, or ~or, of these alleged
dwarf horses persisted for several years, and was
given much publicity in the newspapers because
of its sensational nature. Today, the subject has
just about died out, except for the still occasional
appearance of an alleged "midget horse from Lost
Mesa" in some traveling carnival or sideshow.
The actuality or falsity of the story has been
difficult to investiga~e; but since the claims of the
publicity-seeking showmen who first exhibited the
undersized horses have failed to hold up under
scientific questioning, it is clear that the horses
have come from some place other than the Grand
Canyon, and that the story therefore is a hoax.
Although several variations of the story were
introduced at various times by different &xhibitors
or writers, the b~sic claims were generally the
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same, namely: (1) that there is, or was, a race
of dwarfed horses running wild in an isolated part
of the Grand Canyon; (2) that the horses had
been confined for many years to this limited area
by reason of the trail, or entrance, having been
washed out, or blocked off by a landslide; (3)
that the horses, because of their restricted habitat
and uncertain food supply, were all of "runt" or
queer conformation, and in general very small;
and ( 4) that the canyon in which the horses were
said to exist was known only to the man who "discovered" them.
In an early version of the story, published about
1937, the location where the horses were assertedly captured was given as near the Havasupai Indian village, east of Havasu Canyon and
below the Great Thumb on the Esplanade. Allegedly, the horses were "about the size of dogs".
In January, 1938, a party of National Park Service men, headed by the then park naturalist,
Edwin D. McKee, was organized to investigate
the tale. McKee purposely hired as guides two
Havasupai Indians, who were the very ones
previously used by the man who concocted the
story. The National park expedition spent more
than a week going over the area named, which is
a rough, canyon and mesa country used by the
Havasupai Indians as a pasturage for their horses.
The Indian guides pointed out all the different
herds of horses, and the Park men roped and
measured the smallest specimens in each. According to these Indians, the Park men were
seeing the same individual horses that had been
shown to the creator of the "dwarf horses" story.
Details of the investigation made by the expedition, including measurements of the horses, were
recorded in the official report submitted by
McKee to the superintendent of the Grand Can·
yon National Park. The conclusions reached
were as follows:
( 1) The size of the horses in this area, as
asserted by the afore-mentioned story-teller, was
greatly understated. The smallest one measured
by the Park men was 12 hands high at the should·
ers and approximately 11 years old-a regular
fuzz-tail "wild" cow-pony; (2) the canyon re·
ported to have been blocked-off by landslides, in
which the dwarf horses were said to have evolved,
is a myth; ( 3) the small or "runt" horses found in
the area are the natural result of the harsh envir·
onment and are not confined by physical barriers
to any one isolated area.
Following the investigation, little more pu~licity was given the story until 1940, when specI·
mens of "dwarf horses" were exhibited at the San
Francisco Fair and other places, and new but ev~n
more vague versions of their Grand Canyon origl!l
were used by sideshow spielers to attract patro~age. During this period several pieces of eVI·
dence were obtained to indicate the false
character of the stories publicized. They are as
follows:
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• Reproduction of a newspaper article.

Note height of horse has been altered in top illustration.

First, the man who started the story was once
come upon by Chief Ranger, Perry Brown, near
Grandview Point, in the eastern part of the park,
to which spot the man had come with a small
horse (in a trailer) for the purpose of having a
photograph taken of himself and the horse standing on the Canyon rim. Secondly, photographs
which the man showed, of the area from which
the horses assertedly came, could be readily
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1945
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identified, through the presence of Vishnu se;hist
and other geological features, as having been
taken in the familiar Bright Angel area and not
farther west in the Canyon where he claimed the
horses were found. Furthermore, he showed
himself climbing out of the Canyon, hand over
hand on a rope, which was not consistent with his
claim of having visited the area with 11 pack outfit.
(Continued on page 38)
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Dwarf Horses
(Continued from page 11)

HOTEL GOLDEN
RENO, NEVADA
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The Golden is Nevada's largest and
most popular hotel. With its spacious
lobbies and writing rooms, it has long
been the headquarters for livestock and
mi ning men as well as commercial
travellers who visit our city.
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Air-conditioned banquet room, coffee
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Give us a trial and be convinced.

RIVERSIDE HOTEL
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Nevada's finest and most modern
hotel, containing all facilities for the
comfort of the traveling public an·d
permanent guests.

*
The above hotel_s are owned and
operated by the Reno Securities Company
of Reno, Nevada, who also own and
operate the Spanish Springs Ranch where
some of the Texas Quarter Horses are
stationed and where young stock of this
breed are for sale.
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This hotel has recently been completely remodeled and refurnished
throughout. The rates are adjusted to
co nform to the requirements of the
traveling public.
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Thirdly, when tlie man claimed in public to have
taken tlie horses from Grand Canyon, tlie superintendent tliere asked for his permit to take animals
out of tlie Park. The man tlien wrote back tliat
he had not gotten the horses out of tlie park
proper, but from tlie Walapai (Hualpai) Indian
reservation immediately to tlie west.
When, as a consequence of this assertion, the
Walapai Indian agent ask~d the man for his permit to remove horses from tlie reservation, tlie
man's reply was that tlie horses had not come from
there but from a part of tlie Grand Canyon north
of tlie Colorado river which was not govemmentcontrolled.
In March, 1944, tlie writer had the opportunity
to see and examine two of tlie horses which were
in the possession of a man" who was formerly
associated witli ~he i:iriginator of the "dwarf
horses" story. T~ese two animals were exceptionally small, having probably been chosen because of tlieir diminutive size as specimens well
suited for exhibition. The larger of the two, a
mare, stood 8 hands high; and the smaller, a stallion, only 7 hands. The age of the stallion was
said to have been estimated by various veterinarians as from 5 to 11 years; tliat of the mare as
about 3 years. Both animals were very shaggy
in appearance, with short, ragged, almost upright
manes, bearded cheeks, and tails that reached
almost to the ground. The general color of their
body-coats was a brownish, mouse-gray, which
darkened into brownish-black on tlie head, the
mane, the tail, and the lower part of the legs.
Botli specimens were well-fed and plump, at least
in the body; but the limbs were rather undeveloped and tlie necks scrawny. The hoofs were
exceptionally small, even in proportion to tlie
small stature of tlie specimens.
Probably tlie undersized hoofs of the dwarf
horses are an expression of their generally undeveloped or immature skeletal structures, and indicate tliat they are nothing more than "runt"
specimens which occur occasionally among the
normally small Indian ponies or range horses of
tlie southwestern United States. In all probability the horses are not undersized Shetland
ponies, as has been thought by some observers,
since a normal Shetland pony's hoofs are as large
in relation to its shoulder height as are a typical
saddle-horse's hoofs, whereas the hoofs of the
"dwarf horses" are relatively one-fourth smaller
for their height.
Since the exhibitors of these horses will not
volunteer tlie source or sources from which tlie
specimens so far seen have been obtained, and
since no scientifically-minded investigator has yet
taken tlie trouble to ascertain the source, it is
perhaps safe to conclude-until and if further inWEST ER N HORSEMAN
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Have this likeness perpetuated in a bl ck and
white original by Lee Merril. Send your favorite
photograph.
Full Particulars and prices on reque t.

Something original. Something to b proud
of. Something to REM EM BE
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LEE MERRIL
rHE MARCH-APRIL ISSUE WE
>WED YOU A PICTURE OF OUR
RE "HAVANA" AND HER COLT
DNIGHT WATCH" AT TWO
NTHS OF AGE.
S IS THE SAME COLT AT ONE
YEAR OF AGE.

>NIGHT WATCH.
Nn Quarter Horse Colt, Foaled
,pril 26, 1944.
: MIDNIGHT JR. (AQHA No.

Monte Vista, Colorado
The Western Horse, Gorman 1 training, 357 pages . .................$2.00
Equitation, Robinson, (all aoout show horsemans ip) ............ 2.50
Horses I Have Known, By Will James, 14 great t les............ 1.00
Training and Gaiting, By Susanne, in two volume both ........ 4.00
Riding, Boniface, (basic fundamentals, many pi turesl ........ 1.25
Horses By Margaret Cabell Self, ( their select10 , care,
handling) ···-························································· .................. 3.00
Fun on Horseback, Self (training, games, etc.,

!:88 SEWARD'S ARABIANS

Ho~S::c.°:.:sH~~~b~:te:ri·j,,ci"cti~ai""areeiii~s:··wai021·iiiis:::
Some Common Diseases of the Horse, Conn., 192lpages........ 1.50
Veterinary Obstetrics & Zootechnics, Beeman, 13 pages...... 2.50
Thoroughbreds, Anderson, (ABC of fine horses> ·-················· 2.50
Big Red, Anderson, (biography of Man O'Warl.. ...................... 2.50
Black'rBay and Chestnut, Anderson, (famous hor sl ............ 3.00
Deep hrough The Heart, Anderson 1 ( life sketches ..............
Gallant Horses, Clarke, (25 great norse stories> ........: ........... 2.50
Roping, Mason, (spinning, lariat throwing, etc.,) ................ 1.25
Drinkers of the Wind, Raswan, thrilling true story of a search
for a perfect Arabian horse, 292 pages, il(ustrated ............ 2.50
Down the Stretch, Col. Matt Winn's true story of Thoroughbred racing and the world famous Kentucky Derby ............ 3.50
All postpaid in U. S. Magazine Mart-WH, Plant City, Florida
• Sotlsfaction Guaranteed. Se!'t C.O.D. plus fees, if you wish. «
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1: HAVANA (AQHA No. 1641)
previous picture.)
tographed at l year of age.
rchased by Hal Bogle, Dexter,
Jew Mexico.)

Standing at Stud

GOLDEN COLONEL
Beautiful Quarter Palomino stallion. Service fee $40 with
return privilege at $5 each. Also Pretty Boy, registered Palomino
stallion 4936, $20 service fee with return privilege at $5 each.

BRYAN PACKARD, La:a:y B Ranch
Rt. 1, Colorado Springs, Colorado

FOR SALE

REGISTERED ARABIAN
STALLIONS
Theodore G. Elges, Markleeville,
Alpine County, California
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formation is at hand-that the animals are simply
runts or stunted individuals, the offspring probably of smaller-than-average parents. Of such
lowly origin, it is interesting and amusing to hear
such animals proclaimed by their exhibitors as
having been captured, at great trouble and risk,
from among mysterious, secretly-located herds of
wild "dwarf horses".
0
As this man lived in close proximity to the California Institute of Technology, it came to be assumed in .some quarters that the Institute had
sponsored his "discovery"; and apparently he did
little to discourage the idea. Some years previously, the American Museum of Natural History
of New York City had sent out an expedition to
report on certain small animals found on, "The
Throne", an isolated plateau in the Grand Canyon,
but this expedition had nothing to do with the
dwarf horses.

l 00 Bucking Horses--60 Fighting
Brahma Bulls-100 Mexican
Roping and Dogging Cattle
Angus Cows and Calves
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(Continued from page 20)
by American Ecli se also of Arabian strain. Thus
·
e ra ian
od was spread throughout the United States from many different sources
before the civil war. Arabian blood was not only
known and most highly valued by intelligent
breeders, but was considered absolutely essential
to the making of a perfect horse. It should be
noted that the early importations were invariably
stallions, and the pure blood of the Arabian was
in each instance lost upon the death of the imported stallions. Had the grey mare lived which
Mr. Seward attempted to import she, rather than
Naomi, might have had the distinction of being
the first Arabian mare in this country as projenitor of pureblood Arabians bred in the United
States.
The portraits of the Seward Arabians were
drawings made by the well known artist of his
day, Mr. T. C. Carpendale, and are pen sketches
highly embellished in Oriental fashion as if the
horses were being shown upon a stage and the
curtain drawn to one side. The drawings were
then engraved in wood, which also required the
services of a skilled artist, as these wood blocks
were used by Harper's Weekly in full page illustrations in their issue of January 12, 1861, before
photography made it possible to record more lifelike pictures and reproduce them by the modem
halftone method. Artist Carpendale may have
been a noted artist of his day, but his drawings
fell short of his word description of these two
horses quoted above, for his drawings are rather
stilted and fail to portray the beauty he saw in the
horses before him. Worthy of interest is the
euphoneous spelling of the strain or family names
of the horses appearing below the pictures. The
young stallion is a "Siklauy-Gidran," more properly and correctly spelled today Seglawi-Jedran,
while the older stallion is called a "MaanakeHedroge," which to the modem student of Arabic
is known as a Maneghi-Hedruj.
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