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Editorial 

As your new editor for JGR-Red, one of my highest priorities is to reduce the publication 
delay of interesting and good papers in geophysics and related solid earth science. These 
papers, even the'speculative ones, are the lifeblood of solid earth science, and I would like to 
attract a higher percentage of these than previously seen in the journal. Moreover, I would 
like to encourage the submission of short reports and comments (three to five manuscript 
pages), which comment on recent papers, present new or additional data, analysis, or theory, 
that do not fit the format of a longer paper or are not appropriate for submission to a letter 
journal. 

The most difficult task of an editor is the decision of whether or not to accept a paper 
which, possibly because of its novelty, might be considered marginal on the basis of mixed 
reviews. My general disposition, and I hope that of many of the associate editors and 
reviewers, will be to recommend a paper to be published if it adds something substantial to 
the science. Ultimately, the science itself will find out if there is something wrong with a 
paper... the observations, the analysis, or the theory. Nevertheless, I firmly believe that 
since only the authors' names go on the paper, neither the editor, the associate editor, nor 
the reviewers need guarantee that each paper they recommend for publication be consistent 
with prevailing views and approaches. Earth scientists have many examples of outrageous 
hypothesis transformed into accepted theory, or demonstratable fact, on a very short time 
scale. 

I expect to initiate some changes in procedure which should markedly decrease the time 
between submission of manuscripts and publication. Specifically, I intend to work in 
cooperation with the associate editors and establish a central reviewer file to avoid the prob- 
lem of two or more associate editors sending papers to the same reviewer(s). 

Where possible, to save time, I will contact the associate editors directly by telephone to 
identify reviewers for each paper and then mail papers directly to the associate editor and 
the reviewers simultaneously. I hope to contact the author(s) within 60 days from the date 
of manuscript receipt to inform them whether the paper is accepted. If the paper needs 
extensive revision or should be published elsewhere, I know the author(s) want also to 
receive this information in a timely manner. 

If you are undecided as to whether to submit your paper to the JGR, ask yourself whether 
the conclusions of the work represent a substantial or important contribution to your special 
field or will impinge on some broad area of geophysics or solid earth science. I can make no 
guarantees of how many of your fellow geophysicists and other earth scientists will read 
your paper, but the JGR has one of the largest personal subscriberships in the earth 
sciences. 

Thomas J. Ahrens 

Editor, JGR-Red 
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